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BANKING AND RAILWAY 
STATISTICS, IRELAND. 
(DECEMBER) 

1898 . 


TO 

HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE HENRY, EARL CADOGAN, K.G. 
&o., &c., ic., 

LOUD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

Mat it please your Excellency, 

I have the honour to submit to your Excellency the 
following Tables and remarks relative to Banking in 
Ireland, and to the amount of the Government Funds, 
India Stocks, and Guaranteed Land Stock upon which 
dividends are payable at the Bank of Ireland, together 
with information concerning the weekly traffic receipts of 
the Irish Railways for the years 1897-98, and an abstract 
of the principal railway statistics of Ireland for the ten 
years 1888-97. The Tables on these subjects are in con- 
tinuation of those previously issued by this Department. 

The information comprised in the Tables relating to 
Banking and Investment Statistics consists of the total 
of the deposits and cash balances in the Joint Stock 
Banks of Ireland on the 31st of December, 1898, and 
on the corresponding date in each preceding year since 
the year 1878 inclusive, compiled from confidential re- 
turns kindly furnished by the authorities of the various 
banks ; the balance of deposits remaining in Post Office 
and Trustee Savings Banks on the 31st of December 
of each year, since the year 1878 inclusive, derived from 
official sources ; the total amount {on 31st December in 
each year since 1878) of Government Funds, India Stocks, 
and Guaranteed Land Stock* on which dividends are 
* See uofee (*) aa page 14. 
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payable at the Bank of Ireland, with the amount of each 
description of Stock on 31st December, 1898, kindly 
supplied by the Governor of the Bank ; and the average 
bank note circulation of the six banks of issue in Ireland 
in the month of December since 188S, compiled from 
the Dublin Gazette. 

In addition to the tables here mentioned, I have as 
usual inserted others affording half-yearly comparisons 
for 1898 and the preceding ten years under each of the 
heads referred to ; these half-yearly comparisons tend to 
correct any false impression which might be produced by 
information collected at a period of the year when the 
Christmas trade leads to an increased movement of 
money. 


1. Deposits ancl Cash Balances in Joint Stock Banks. 

The deposits and cash balances in the Joint Stock 
Banks, in December, 1898, as shown in Table I., stood 
at £39,438,000 (exclusive of £1,992,000 Government 
and other Public Balances in the Bank of Ireland), as 
compared with £39,300,000 at the corresponding period 
in the year 1897, being an increase of £138,000, 
and showing an advance of £9,667,000, or 32'5 per 
cent., on the amount for December, 18S7, since which 
period, comparing December with December, there has 
been a continuous annual increase. It will be seen from 
the Table that the amount under this heading in 
December last was also in excess of that for December 
in airy of the 20 years preceding 1898 : it was, in fact, 
the highest amount yet reached. In Table I. (a) the 
amounts of deposits and cash balances are compared by 
half-years : it shows that as usual there was an increase 
in December as compared with June. 
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Table T. — Showing amount of Deposits and Gish Balances in Joint 
Stock Banks, on 3 1st December, 137S-98, compiled from Returns 
furnished by the several Joint Stock Banks in Ireland.* 



Date. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decrease. 



£ 

£ 

£ 

1878, 31st December, 

31,534,000 | 

_ 

1,516,000 

1S79, 


30,541,000 j 

- 

993,000 

1SS0, 


29,740,000 

- 

795,000 

1881, 


30,101,000 

415,000 

2,585^000 

- 

1882, 

h 

32,740,000 


1883, 


31,340,000 

_ 

1,406,000 

1884, 


30,627,000 


713,000 

1SS5, 


29,370,000 


1,257,000 

1S86, 


30,172,000 

802,000 

- 

1887, 


29,771,000 


401,000 

1888, 


30,979,000 

1,208,000 


1889, 


32,968,000 

1,989,000 


1890, 


33,325,000 

357,000 

- 

1891, 


34,532,000 

1,207,000 

843,000 

- 

1S92, 

>> 

35,375,000 

“ 

1893, 


35,S52,000 

477,000 

- 

1894, 


37,607,000 

1,755,000 

- 

1895, 


39.008.000 

39.238.000 

1,401,000 


189G, 


230,000 

- 

1897, 


39,300,000 

62,000 


1898, 


39,43S,000 

13S,000 



* The names and the dates of foundation of the Banks, the combined 
statistics of -which are included in Tables I. and I. (a), are as 


follows 


Bank of Ireland, 

M ortli era Banking Company, 
Hibernian Bank, 

Provincial Bank of Ireland, . 
Belfast Banking Company, . 


Estab- 

lished. 


1783. 

1824. 

1825, 
1825. 
1827. 


I 


Estab- 

lished. 


National Bank, 

Ulster Bank, 

Royal Bank of Ireland, . 
Munsteri Leinster Bank, 


1835. 

1836. 
1836. 
1885. 


[Table I. (a.) 
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Table I. (a) — Showing amount of Deposits and Oash Balances in Joint 
Stock Batiks, in the months of June and December, in the years 
1888 -98, compiled from Returns furnished by the several Joint Stock 
Banks in Ireland. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1888, 30th June, 

30,310,000 

539,000 

- 

„ 31st Decembei 

30,979,000 

669,000 

- 

1889, 30th June, 

31,205,000 

226,000 

- 

,, 31st December 

32,96S,000 

1,763,000 

- 

1890, 30th June, 

33,061,000 

93,000 

- 

„ 31st December 

33,325,000 

264,000 

- 

1891, 30th June, 

33,700,000 

375,000 

- 

„ 31st Decembei 

34,532,000 

832,000 

- 

1892, 30th June, 

34,565,000 

33,000 

- 

„ 31st December 

35,375,000 

810,000 

- 

1893, 30th June, 

34,637,000 

- 

738,000 

„ 31st Decembei 

35,852,000 

1,215,000 

- 

1894, 30th June, 

35,430,000 

- 

422,000 

„ 31st Decembei 

37,607,000 

2,177,000 

- 

1895, 30th June, 

37,491,000 

- 

116,000 

„ 31st Decembei 

39,008,000 

1,517,000 

- 

1896, 30th June, 

38,758,000 

- 

250,000 

,, 31st Decembei 

39,238,000 

430,000 

- 

1897, 30th June, 

38,564,000 

- 

674,000 

„ 31st December 

39,300,000 

736,000 

- 

1898, 30th June, 

38,973,000 

- 

327,000 

„ 31st Decembei 

39,438,000 

465,000 



2. Savings Banks. 

The balances of deposits in Sayings Banks consist of 
two groups — those in the Post Office Savings Banks 
■which are set out in Table II., and those in Trustee 
Savings Banks, shown in Table III. 

It will be observed from Table LI. that on the 31 st 
December last the estimated balances in the Post Office 
Savings Banks in Ireland amounted to £7,225,000, as 
compared with £6,706,000, for the corresponding date in 
1897, being an increase of £519,000, which, although 
somewhat under the increase in any of the four years 
1894-7 (which increases ranged from £550,000 in 1896 
to £634,000 in 1894), is far above the highest increase in 
any other year since the establishment of these Banks, 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


!) 


Table II.— Showing Estimated Balances, at the undermentioned dates 
m Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland; compiled from Returns 
furnished by the Controller, Post Office Savings Bank Department 


Date. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decrease. 

1878, 31st December, 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1,326,000 

69,000 


1879, 

1,417,000 

91,000 


1880, 

1,550,000 

139,000 

- 

1881, 

1,723,000 

167.000 


1SS2, 

1,925,000 

202,000 


1883, 

2,052,000 

127,000 

- 

1884, 

1885, 

2,224.000 

172,000 


2,438,000 

214.000 


1886, 

2,703,000 

265,000 

- 

1887, 

2,932,000 

229,000 


1888, „ 

3,239,000 

307,000 

_ 

1889, „ 

3,462,000 

223,000 

- 

1890, 

3,723,000 

261,000 


1891, 

3,966,000 

243,000 

_ 

1892, 

4,204,000 

23S.OOO 

- 

1893, 

4.343.000 

4.977.000 

139,000 

_ 

1894, 

634,000 

- 

1895, „ 

6,603,000 

626,000 

- 

1896, „ 

6,153,000 

550,000 

_ 

1S97, 

6,706,000 

553,000 

- 

1898, „ 

7,225,000 

519,000 

— 


Table II. (a) shows by half years, since Juue, IS8S, 
the accumulation of deposits ia the Post Office barings 
Banks. From this Table it appears that with the 
exception of the first six months of 1893 there has been 
a steady increase in each half year, the amount reaching 
its maximum in December last, when the balance 
showed an increase of £268,000 as compared with the 
amount in June, 1898. 


[Table II. (a). 

B 
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Tablr ir. (A.) — Showing Estimated Balance, at the undermentioned 
dates, in Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland ; compiled from Returns 
furnished by the Controller, Post Office Savings Bank Department. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1888, 30th June, 

£ 

3,128,000 

£ 

196,000 

£ 

„ 31st December, 

3,239,000 

111,000 

- 

1889, 30th June, 

3,372,000 

133,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

3,462,000 

90,000 

- 

1890, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

3.585.000 

3.723.000 

123,000 

__ 

138,000 

- 

1891, 30tli June, 

3,878,000 

155,000 


„ 31st. December, 

3,966,000 

88,000 


1892, 30th June, 

4,069,000 

103,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

4,204,000 

135,000 


1 893, 30th June, 

4,155,000 ' 

_ 

49,000 

,, 31st December, 

4,343,000 

188,000 

- 

1894, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

4,687,000 

344,000 

_ 

4,977,000 

290,000 

- 

1895, 30th June, 

5,337,000 

300.000 

206.000 


„ 31st December, 

5,603,000 


1896, 30th June, 

5,919,000 

316,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

6,153,000 

234,000 

- 

1897, 30th June, 

6,443,000 

290,000 


„ 31st December, 

6,706,000 

203,000 

- 

1898, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

6,957,000 

251,000 

__ 

7,225,000 

268,000 



Table III shows the amount of deposits at the end of 
each year in Trustee Sayings Banks. 

In December, 1897, the balances amounted to 
£2,236,000, and in 1898 to £2,275,000, being an 
increase of £39,000 following an increase of £70,000 in 
1897, and £91,000 in 1896, and being the highest 
amount for December in any of the years 1878-98. 

[Table III. 
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Table III.— Showing tho Balances due to Trustees of Savings Banks 
in Ireland by the Commissioners for the .Reduction of the National 
Debt, at the undermentioned dates ; compiled from Returns furnished 
by the Comptroller-General, National Debt Office, London. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decreaae. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1878, 31st December, 

2,160,000 

- 

60,000 

1879, 

2,098,000 

- 

62,000 

1880, 

2,079,000 

- 

19,000 

1881, 

3,042,000 

- 

37,000 

1882, 

2,07S,000 

30,000 

- 

1883, 

2,060,000 

- 

IS, 000 

1884, „ 

2,097,000 

37,000 

- 

18S5, 

1,981,000 

- 

116,000 

1886, „ 

2,007,000 

26,000 

- 

1887, 

2,043,000 

36,000 

- 

1888, „ 

2,029,000 

- 

14,000 

1889, „ 

2,042,000 

13,000 

- 

1890, 

1,973,000 

- 

69,000 

1891, 

1,966,000 

- 

7,000 

1892, 

1,967,000 

1,000 

- 

1893, „ 

1,876,000 

- 

91,000 

1894, 

1,982,000 

106,000 


1S95, 

2,075,000 

93,000 

- 

1896, „ 

2,166,000 

91,000 

- 

1897, 

2,236,000 

70,000 


1898, 

3,275,000 

39,000 



Table III. (a) gives information by half-years from 
1888 to 1898 for the Trustee Savings Banks. There 
has been an increase of £26,(100 in the half-year ended 
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December, 1898, following an increase of £13,000 in the 
preceding half-year. 

Table II L ; a) — Showing the Balances due to Trustees of Savings Banks 
in Ireland by the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National 
Debt, at the undermentioned dates ; compiled from Returns furnished 
by the Comptroller-General, National Debt Olliee, London. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

18S8, 30th June, 

,, 3 1st December, 

£ 

2,012,000 

£ 

£ 

31,000 

•2,020,000 

17,000 

- 

1889, 30th June, 

2,023,000 

- 

1,000 

,, 31st December, 

2,042,000 

14,000 

- 

1890, 30th June, 

2,035,000 

- 

7,000 

„ 31st December, 

1,073,000 

- 

62,000 

1891, 30th June, 

1,972,000 

- 

1,000 

„ 31st December, 

1,960,000 

- 

6,000 

1892, 30th June, 

1,958,000 

- 

8,000 

„ 31st December, 

1,967,000 

9,000 

- 

1893, 30tli June, 

1,856,000 

_ 

111,000 

,, 31st December, 

1,876,000 

20,000 

- 

1894, 30 tli June, 

1,940,000 

64,000 

- 

„ 31st December, 

1,982,000 

42,000 

- 

1895, 30th June, 

2,034,000 

52,0o0 

_ 

,, 31st December, 

2,075,000 

41,000 

_ 

1S9G, 30th June, 

2,128,000 

2,166,000 

53,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

38,000 

_ 

1897, 30th June, 

2,211,000 

45,000 

- 

„ 3 1st December, 

2,236,000 

25,000 

- 

1898, 30th June, 

2,249,000 

13,000 

- 

„ 3 1st December, 

2,275,000 

26,000 

~ 


The progress of the accumulation of small savings in 


Post Office and Trustee Banks in Ireland combined, 
is shown in Tables IV. and IV. (a.) From Table IV. it 
will be seen that although not as great as in any of the 
four years preceding, since the first of which there has 
been a gradual lessening in the amount cl the annual 
increase, still the addition to the savings during the 
year was large, and far above the average, the total 
amount in the Savings Banks in Ireland being £9,500,0u0 
in December, 1898, as compared with £8,942,000 for tbe 
corresponding period of the year 1897, being an increase 
of £558,000 for the year, 
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It will also be observed that there has been an increase 
in each year since 1877, and that the balance in Savings 
Banks on the 31st December last, was much more 
than double the amount to the credit of depositors at the 
close of the year 1878, the first year for which statistics 
are given in the Table. It may be added that it is the 
highest amount of which there is record. 


Table IV. — Showing the Totals of the Balances in Post Office ami 
Trustee Savings Banks, given separately in Tables IT. and III. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decrease. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1878, 31st December, 

3,480,000 

9,000 

- 

1879, 

3,515,000 

29,000 

- 

1S80, „ 

3,635,000 

120,000 

- 

1881, 

3,765,000 

130,000 

- 

1882, 

4,003,000 

238,000 

- 

1883, „ 

4,112,000 

109,000 

- 

1884, 

4,321,000 

209,000 

- 

1885, 

4,419,000 

98,000 

- 

188(3, „ 

4,710,000 

291,000 

- 

1887, „ 

4,975,000 

265,000 

- 

1888, ,. 

5,208,000 

293,000 

- 

1889, „ 

5,504,000 

236,000 

- 

1890, 

5,696,000 

192,000 

~ 

1891, 

5,932,000 

236,000 

- 

1892, „ 

6,171,000 

239,000 

- 

1S93, „ 

6,219,000 

48,000 


1894| „ 

6,959,000 

740.000 


1895’ „ 

7,678,000 

719,000 

- 

1896’ „ 

8,319,000 

• 641,000 

- 

1397, „ 

8,942,000 

623,000 

- 

1898, „ 

9,500,000 

558,000 



Table IV. (a), in which the amount of small savings is 
set forth by half years, for the past eleven years, shows 
that during that period, with the exception of the first, 
half of the year 1893, the half-yearly balances in Savings 
Banks in Ireland continuously increased, and that the re- 
spective increases in the several half-yearly periods of 
L8!)4, 1895, 1890, 1897, and 1898 far exceeded the in- 
crease in any preceding half year covered by the Table. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



14 


Table IV. (a) — Showing the Totals of the Balances in Post Office 
and Trustee Savings Banks, given separately in Tables II. (a) 
and III. (a). 


DAT£. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1888, 30th June, 

£ 

5,140,000 

£ 

165,000 

£ 

„ 3 1st December, 

5.268.000 

5.400.000 

128,000 

- 

1889, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

132,000 


5,504,000 

104,000 

_ 

1890, 30th June, 

5,620,000 

116,000 

— 

„ 31st December, 

5,696,000 

76,000 

- 

1891, 30th June, 

5,850,000 

154,000 

_ 

„ 3 1 st December, 

5,932,000 

82,000 

- 

1892, 30th June, 

6,027,000 

95,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

6,171,000 

144,000 

_ 

1893, 30th June, 

6,011,000 

- 

160,000 

„ 31st December, 

6,219,000 

208,000 

_ 

1894, 30th June, 

6,627,000 

408,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

6,959,000 

332,000 

- 

1895, 30th June, 

7,371,000 

412,000 


„ 31st December, 

7,678,000 

307,000 

_ 

1896, 30th June, 

8,047,000 

369,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

8,319,000 

272,000 


1897, 30tli June, 

8,654,000 

335,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

8,942,000 

288,000 

_ 

1898, 30th June, 

9,206,000 

264,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

9,500,000 

294,000 

“ 


3. Government Funds , India Stocks, and Guaranteed 
Land Stock.* 

It will be seen front Table V. that on the 3 1 st December 
last the total amount of the Government Funds, India 
Stocks, and Guaranteed Land Stock* on which dividends 
are payable at the Bank of Ireland, was £25,260,000, or 
£905,000 over the amount for the close of the year 
1897, and £774,000 in excess of that for December, 1896, 
but £146,000 under the amount at the close of the year 
1895. 

* Guaranteed Land Stock was created in 1892. 

[Taulu V, 
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Table V. — Showing the Amount of the Government Funds, India 
Stocks, and Guaranteed Land Stock in Ireland at the under- 
mentioned dates 3 compiled from Returns furnished by the Governor 
of the Bank of Ireland. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decrease. 

1878, 31st December, 

£ 

31,837,000 

£ 

£ 

724,000 

1879, 

1880, „ 

32,440,000 

603,000 

- 

32,395,000 

- 

45,000 

1881, 

31,611,000 

- 

784,000 

1882, „ 

31,804,000 

193,000 

- 

1883, 

30,942,000 

- 

S62,000 

1884, 

30,537,000 

- 

405,000 

1885, 

29,689,000 

_ 

848,000 

1886, 

30,080,000 

391,000 

- 

1887, 

29,839,000 


241,000 

1888, 

28,669,000* 

27,898,000+ 


1,170,000* 

1889, „ 

- 

771,000t 

1890, 

26,610,000 

- 

1,288,000 

1891, 

25,784,000 

- 

826,000 

1892, „ 

25,198,000 

- 

5SC,000 

1893, 

24,509,000 

- 

089,000 

1894, 

26,000,000 

1,491,000 

~ 

1895, „ 

25,406,000 

- 

594,000 

1896, „ 

24,486,000 

- 

920,000 

1897, „ 

24,355,000 

- 

131,000 

1898, 

25,260,000 

905,000 



The following statement shows in round numbers the 
amount of each of the several descriptions of Stock included 


in the total amount given above for December, 1898 : — 


2J per cent. Consols (1903), 
2i per cent. Stock, 

2 | „ „ (1905), 

Local Loans, 3 per cent., . 
India 8£ per cent. Stock, . 


” 3 , 

Guaranteed 


u »i 

’Land Stock (2$ per cent), 


£15,575,000 

303.000 

56.000 

023.000 

2.597.000 

1.350.000 

21.000 

4.735.000 


Total, . . £25,260,000 


Table V. (a), made up by half-years, shows an increase 
of £706,000 in .December, 1898, as compared with the 
close of the previous half-year, at which date the amount 
was £199,000 over that for the 31st December, 1S9/. 

* India 4 per cent. Stock ceased to bear interest on the 5th October, 

18 t Mucedl pe--t. Stock and 3 per cent. Consols ceased to bear 
interest on the 5th July, 1889. V. (a.) 
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Table V. (A) — Showing the Amount, of Government Funds, Inclia Stocks, 
and Guaranteed Land Stock, in Ireland at the undermentioned 
dates; compiled from Returns furnished by the Governor of the Bank 
of Ireland. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

18S8, 30fcli June, 

28,856,000 

- 

983,000 

.. 31st December, 

28,669,000* 

- 

187,000* 

1889, 30th June, 

28,219.000 

- 

450,000 

„ 31st December, 

27,898,0001 

- 

321 ,000f 

1890, 30th June, 

27,517.000 

- 

381,000 

„ 3 1st December. 

20,610,000 

- 

907,000 

1891, 30th June, 

26,609,000 

- 

1,000 

„ 31st December, 

25,784,000 

- 

825,000 

1892, 30tli June, . i 

26,042,000 

25S.000 

- 

„ 31st December, 

25,198,000 

- 

844,000 

1893, 30th June, 

25,283,000 

85,000 

- 

„ 31st December, 

24,509,000 

- 

774,000 

1894, 30th June, 

25,375,000 

866,000 

_ 

„ 31st December, 

26,000,000 

625,000 

- 

1895, 30th June, 

25,824,000 

- 

176,000 

,, 31st December, 

25,406,000 

- 

418,000 

1896, 30th June, 

24,776,000 

- 

630,000 

„ 31st December, 

24,486,000 

- 

290,000 

1897,30th June, 

24,210,000 

- 

270,000 

,, 31st December, 

24,355,000 

139,000 

- 

1898, 30th June, 

24,554,000 

199,000 

- 

„ 31st December, 

25,260,000 

700,000 



4. Bank Note Circulation. 

Dealing with the Bank Note circulation in a manner 
similar to that adopted with regard to the question of 
deposits and cash balances, it will be seen from Table VI. 
that there was a decrease of £67,0u0 in the average 
circulation in December last as compared with that for 
December, 1897, followina' an increase of £56,000 in that 
month as compared with December, 1896. 

* See note (*) page 15. t See note (f), page 15. 
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Table VT. Showing the Average Bank Note Circulation of the Six 
Banks of Issue in Ireland in December of the years 1S88-98 ; 
compiled from Accounts published by th e Registrar of Bank Returns, 
pursuant to the Act 8 <fc 9 Tic., cap. 37.* 


Periods. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decrease. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1888, December, 

6,709,000 

745,000 

- - 

1889, „ 

7,090,000 

381,000 

- 

1890, „ 

7,098,000 

8,000 

- 

1891, „ 

6,643,000 

- 

455,000 

1892, „ 

6,287,000 

- 

356,000 

1893, „ 

6,536,000 

' 249,000 

- 

1894, „ 

6,501,000 

- 

35,000 

1895, „ 

6,459,000 

- 

42,000 

1896, „ 

6,412,000 

- 

47,000 

1897, „ 

6,468,000 

56,000 

- 

1898, „ 

6,401,000 

“ 

67,000 


It will be observed from Table VI. (a.) that the usual 
increase of note circulation in December, as compared 
with. June, took place in the year 1898 ; the increase 
on this occasion was £661,000, which is considerably over 
the average of the preceding ten years, but it should be 
added that the decrease in June last as compared with 
the preceding December was much greater than the 
average fall in the first half of the year. 


* There are Six Banka in Ireland authorized to issue Notes, the sta- 
tistics of which are included in this table. The total authorized issue of 


Notes for these Banka is £6,354,494. 


[Table TI. (a.) 
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Table VT. (a.) — Showing the Average Bank Note Circulation of the Six 
Banks of Issue in Ireland, in the months of June and December of 
the years 1888-98 ; compiled from Accounts published by the Regis- 
trar of Bank Returns, pursuant to the Act 8 & 9 Vic., cap. 37.* 


Periods. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1888, June, 

£ 

5,758,000 

£ 

£ 

206,000 

,, December, 

6,709,000 

951,000 

_ 

1889, June, 

6,515,000 

- 

194,000 

„ December, 

7,090,000 

575,000 

_ 

1890, June, 

6,634-, 000 

_ 

456,000 

„ December, 

7,098,000 

464,000 


1891, June, 

6,165,000 

_ 

933,000 

„ December, 

6,643,000 

478,000 

- 

1892, June, 

5,965,000 

- 

678,000 

„ December, 

6,287,000 

322,000 

— 

1893, June, 

6,088,000 

- 

199,000 

„ December, 

6,536,000 

44S,000 

- 

1891, June, 

6,007,000 

- 

529,000 

„ December, 

6,501,000 

494,000 


1895, June, 

6,248,000 

_ 

253,000 

„ December, 

0,459,000 

211,000 

- 

1896, June, 

5,918,000 

- 

541,000 

„ December, 

6,412,000 

494,000 

- 

1897, June, 

5,858,000 

- 

554,000 

„ December, 

6.468.000 

5.740.000 

610,000 

— 

1898, June, 

_ 

728,000 

„ December, 

6,401,000 

661,000 

“ 


* See note, p. 17. 


The results of the analysis of the foregoing tables 
are : — 

1st. That in December, 1898, there was an increase 
of Deposits and Cash Balances in the Irish 
Joint Stock Banks as compared with the cor- 
responding period in 1897, amounting to 
£138,000, and that the amount of such 
Deposits and Cash Balances in December last 
was the highest yet recorded. 

2nd. That there was an increase of £465,000 in 
Deposits and Cash Balances in the Irish Joint 
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Stock Banks in December, 1 898, as compared 
with June, 1898. 

3rd. That there was an increase of £55S,000 in the 
Deposits in Savings Banks in Ireland in 
December, 1898, as compared with the close 
of the year 1897, there having been an increase 
of £519,090 in the sum in the Post Office 
Savings Banks, and an increase of £39,000 in 
the amount in the Trustee Banks. 

4th. That there was an increase of £294,000 in 
the Deposits in Savings Banks in December, 
1898, as compared with the amount for June 
in that year. 

5th. That the amount (in December, 1898) of 
Government Funds, India Stocks, and Guaran- 
teed Land Stock on which dividends are pay- 
able at the Bank of Ireland, shows an increase 
of £905,000 as compared with the amount at 
the close of the preceding year. 

6th. That in December, 1898, there was an increase 
of £706,000 in the amount of Government 
Funds, India Stocks, and Guaranteed Laud 
Stock on which dividends are payable at the 
Bank of Ireland, as compared with June of 
the same year. 

7th. That in December, 1898, there was a decrease 
of £67,000 in the average amount of Bauk 
Note circulation, as compared with the cor- 
responding period of 1897. 

8th. That there was an increase of £661,000 in the 
Bank Note circulation in December, 1898, as 
compared with June of the same year. 
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5. Railway Statistics. 

Table VII., compiled from Returns furnished by the 
authorities of the several Companies, gives the receipts 
of Irish Railways, week by week, for the year 1898 
compared with those for 1897. 

A review of the weekly traffic returns shows that 
in 37 weeks the receipts exceeded those for the corres- 
ponding weeks of the year 1897, and in 15 weeks the 
receipts were below those for the corresponding periods, 
with the net result that in the year there was an increase 
of £47,042, or 1‘4 per cent., as compared with the amount 
received in the preceding year. The total receipts for 
the year 1898 (52 weeks) were £3,489,078, as against 
£3,442,036 in 1897, £3,387,409 in 1896, £3,368,282 
in 1895, £3,303,739 in 1894, £3,181,043 in 1893, 
£3,103,651 in 1892, and £3,147,458 in 1891, when the 
receipts were higher than those for any previous year. 

Table VIII. gives some of the principal statistics of 
Irish Railways during the ton yeai-s 1888-97, for com- 
parison with the aggregate amounts given in Table VII. 
for 1897-98. 

The figures in Table VIII. show the revised amounts 
as given in the reports of the Board of Trade. The 
unrevised receipts compiled from the weekly returns 
furnished to me by the Railway Companies are slightly 
in excess of the revised amounts, apparently owing to 
their including some miscellaneous items which do not 
properly come within the term “ traffic receipts the 
difference, however, is small in proportion to the total 
amount. 


[Continued on p. 22. 
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TABLE VIII.— RAILWAY TRAFFIC STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1888-97. 
(Compiled from Returns issued by the Board of Trade). 



Length of 

S2-« 


Passenger Trafflo 

Goods Traffic. 

TOUL 


Annual Decrease. 

lteceipts B per 


Miles. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1888 

2,620 

19,382,000 

1,532,000 

1,208,000 

2,830,000 

50,000 


2,080 

- 1889 

2,643 

20,293,000 

1,092,000 

1,369,000 

2,961,000 

IS 1,000 


1,120 

1890 

2,643 

20,691,000 

1,630,000 

1,412,000 

3,042,000 

81,000 


1,151 

1891 

2,668 

21,423,000 

1,672,000 


3,120,000 

78,000 



1892 

2,690 

21,804,000 

1,685,000 

1,402,000 

3,087,000 


33,000 

1,148 

1893 

2,761 

22,824,000 

1,707,000 

1,441,000 

3,148,000 

61,000 



1894 

2,814 

23,573,000 

1,738,000 

1,548,000 

3,286,000 

138,000 





25,290,000 

1,809,000 

1,544,000 

3,353,000 






25,717,000 

1,835,000 

1,538,000 

3,373,000 

20,000 


1,131 



25,124,000 

1,837,000 

1,597,000 

3,434,000 

0 1,000 

- 

1,152 
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In conclusion, I have to return my thanks to the 
Authorities of the various Joint Stock Banks of Ireland, 
and of the Post Office Savings Bank Department; the 
Comptroller-General of the National Debt Office ; the 
Governor of the Bank of Ireland, and the Chairmen and 
Directors of the several Railway Companies, for the 
valuable information which they so promptly afforded in 
connexion with the compilation of these Statistics for 
your Excellency. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

Thomas W. Gkwshaw, 

Registrar-General. 


General Register Office, 

Chari ehont House, 

Dublin, 2nd February, 1899. 
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Di'BLiif Castle, 


6th February, 1S!)9. 


Silt, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
2nd instant, forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, the Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland, 
December, 1898. 


I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

D. HARREL. 


The Registrar-General, 

Charlemont House, 

Rutland-square. 
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TABLE VII. — COMPARATIVE RETLKNF WEEKLY RAILWAY RECEIPTS IN 
IRELAND FOR T] YEARS 1897-98. 


02,551* 62,940 ) 

59,820 61,916 

03,875 72,136) ; 

70,580t| GG.6CG 
| 71,063 | 72,238 


08,289 09,802} 

73,151} 65,961 
72,459 70,637 

72,514 68,079 


70,702 70,091 

71,949 70,670 

78,800 79,032 

74,000 73,188 

72,972 72,201 

60,601 80,348 


7, 50,190 31,083 1,443 | 2-9 

14. 52.SS4 55,862 I 2,978 5 0 

21, 53,517 55,931 j 2,414 4*5 

28, 53,154 50,304 i 3,201 G O 

V 4, 53,208 57,224 | 4,016 7*5 

11, 54.308 56,632 | 2,324 4*3 

18, 54,229 57,181 | 2,932 5 4 

25, 57,035 86,786 I — - 

4, 57,469 60,009 3,140 5*5 

II. 58.760 00,461 1,095 2-9 

18, 57,823 01,155 3,332 5*8 ] 

20, 00,401 61,530 1,135 1*9 


2,980 SSO 13-9 17*3 00,190 I 

„ f 17*8 18-7 103,074 

I. 18-0 18-8 156,591 


18- 9 206,740 

19- 2 202,933 

19-0 317,261 


IB-2 I 19-2 371,490 

I 191 I 19-0 128.525 

19-3 20-3 465,994 

I 19-7 20-3 544,760 


51,033 1,443 | 2-9 I 

107,495 4,421 | 4-3 

103,426 6,835 | 4-4 

219,780 1 10,035 | 4-8 

277,004 H,051 j 5-3 

333.636 16,373 i 5-3 

390, *17 ! 19.327 i ->-2 


508.193 1 22.198 4 0 

568,653 23,893 , 4-4 

029,808 27,225 45 

691,344 28,360 4-3 


754,289 28,746 I 

816,205 30,830 1 

| 888,341 39,097 , 

‘ 955,007 35,176 1 

1,027,245 35,701 

1,098,389 1 38,129 
; 1,104,999 I 38,401 I 
1,328,251 | 34,794 | 
1,292,042 j 30,032 
1,361,844 I 31,545 | 
I 1,427,825 j 24,375 
1,498,462 ( 22,553 
1,506,511 18,118 


1,091,074 | 1,707,308 \ 16,281 

1, 709,874 , 1,786,340 16.400 

1,813,921 1,859.528 . 15,001 

1 916,890 1,931,789 | 11,893 



I.W547 I 2l01 3.137 ! 14.590 
2,072,009 2,08 k. 4 1’- 1 .i*J 

*118,76« 1 2,166,03*1 I 17,802 
2.228,802 I 2,245,440 1 10,584 
2,307.205 | 2,325,199 ! 17,994 

S ,382,771 2.103,484 I 29,713 t 

2,450,300 I 2,477,342 i 21,04-- 

2,537,131 2,548,659 | 21,528 

* 599,767 I 2,625,007 25,900 


* ut the end of tlie Cnleutlar linlf-yoni-, 
osea represent the receipt* for sntn day! 


the vomits returned for the 


1st, 2nd, 20th, 27th, 51st and 52nd w 
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